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The Swiss Institute for Medical Education SIME

SIWF | MME Alumni | PCBME | Monika Brodmann Maeder | 19.05.2022

is the competence centre for all aspects of CME and CPD in 
Switzerland. 

unites, as an autonomous body of the FMH, all the main 
players and organisations in this field 

ensures high-quality continuing education and continuing
professional development for physicians in over 130 specialties



SIME’s regular work

• > 2400 certified training centers
(anerkannte Weiterbildungsstätten)

• > 2200 certified training „cabinets“ 
(anerkannte Praxisweiterbildner)
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• 45 Federal specialist titles
(Facharzttitel)
• + 1 pract.med. (prakt. Arzt)

• 89 titles under private law:
• 47 Advanced training competency

programs (Schwerpunkte)
- of which 8 interdisciplinary

• 42 Skills certificates
(Fähigkeitsausweise)

-> 135 different training programs
(Weiterbildungsprogramme)
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• Quality control:
• Visitations
• Annual survey „ETH-Umfrage“



PCBME

WHY:
• PROFILES since 2017

• Worldwide development
• Canada
• Netherlands
• UK 
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K2 (Pakistan); 8611 m



"... As a new paradigm, CBME 
will result in a dramatic shift in 
the way physicians are trained. 
We must ensure, ..., that our 
medical education and 
postgraduate training systems 
continue to meet the needs of our 
patients. ... "
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PCBME Canada
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From Mindmap ...



... to Roadmap

2021 - 2032
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Pillar 1: Competence

Competence =
• Knowledge
• Skills & Abilities
• Values & Attitude

... which are necessary for the 
practice of the medical profession
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http://canmeds.royalcollege.ca/en/framework

http://canmeds.royalcollege.ca/en/framework


Pillar 2: EPAs

… Is a unit of professional practice that
can be fully entrusted to a resident, as
soon as her or she has demonstrated the 
necessary competence to execute this
activity unsupervised.

ten Cate 2005
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Michaud PA, Jucker-Kupper P and members of the Profiles working group. PROFILES; 
Principal Objectives and Framework for Integrated Learning and Education in Switzerland. 

Bern: Joint Commission of the Swiss Medical Schools; 2017.
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Pillar 2: EPAs
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Pillar 3: Faculty Development

• SIME: First faculty development workshops
with the Royal College of Physicians of 
London in 2012

• Content: Clinical teaching, Assessment and 
feedback, Supporting the underperforming
trainee, Leadership

• Since 2018, building a team of Swiss 
instructors
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Pillar 3: Faculty Development

The cultural change that is 
necessary to implement the 
concept of competency-based 
continuing medical education is not 
possible without dedicated 
continuing educators who take 
responsibility in their training 
centers. 
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CH-PCBME today
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• Human Resources
• Training Programs
• Training Departments 
• Faculty Development



EPA Commission
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• Monthly (virtual) meetings
• Supports increasingly
• Development of standards
• Expansion of the group in prospect

Adi Marty, Sören Huwendiek, Monika Brodmann, Severin Pinilla, Werner Bauer, Nadja Jenni
Missing: Jan Breckwoldt, Sonia Frick, Urs von Wartburg, Ueli Woermann, Christoph Burkhart
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Training programs with EPAs
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Specialist title (17/45)
General internal medicine

Anesthesiology

Occupational Medicine

Endocrinology / Diabetology

Gastroenterology

Vascular Surgery

Gynecology and obstetrics

Hand Surgery

Intensive Care Medicine

Cardiology

Medical genetics

Nephrology

Neurology

ORL

Pediatrics

Psychiatry and psychotherapy 

Radiology

Focal points (6/47)
Emergency Medicine

Geriatric Psychiatry

Geriatrics

Pediatric Surgery

Pediatric Hematology-
Oncology

Pediatric Cardiology
Other (1)
Core Surgical Curriculum



Core Surgical Curriculum
• Swiss College of Surgeons;  

SGC (Surgery), SGG (Vascular), 
SGT (Thorax), SGH (Hand), 
SGACT (General and Trauma) 
and SGVC (Visceral)

• Defines the two first years of training in 
surgery

Cardiology
• First competency-based curriculumwith

EPAs 
• Based on ESC Core Curriculum for the 

Cardiologist
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Model Training Programs



Model Training Centers 

• Center da sandà Engiadina Bassa 
Scuol
• 2 Departments 

Under negotiation:
• Cantonal Hospital Winterthur 

• 48 departments 
• University Hospital Inselspital Bern 

• 88 departments
• Pilot Departments in Cardiology

• Inselspital, USZ, HUG, Cardiocentro
Lugano, KSSG 

Accompaniment by SIWF during the 
introduction of CBME:
• Preferential access to Teach-the-

Teachers courses
• Introduction of EPA as a "new type of 

workplace-based assessments".
• Support of senior physicians in their 

function as clinical lecturers
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Teach the Teacher Courses 2022
• Introductory workshop for new Swiss 

instructors (expansion of the team) in 
April

• 9 face-to-face workshops in German 
language in June / November 

• 2 face-to-face workshops in French 
(Feedback efficace, apprenant/-e en 
difficulté)

• 5 face-to-face workshops in English 
(RCP)

• 4 online workshops in English (RCP)
• «Summer School»
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Teach the Teacher Courses 2023

3 Levels
• Basic offer for as many doctors as possible who take on a management function 

(main topics: Teaching in everyday clinical practice, assessments / feedback, leadership / 
teamwork; carried out by the Swiss team).

• Advanced student level with in-depth workshops and additional topics; carried out by 
the Royal College and the Swiss team

• Expert level events for the further training and promotion of instructors
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CBME: Research in education
• Cardiology

• The purpose of the observational study is to describe the implementation of 
competency-based medical education (CBME) and, specifically, Entrustable 
Professional Activities EPAs in cardiology residency training.

• Team: Heiko Schneider, Felix Tanner, Jan Breckwoldt, Sören Huwendiek, Nadja Jenni, 
Monika Brodmann Maeder

• Core Surgical Curriculum
• The aim of the observational study is to compare the didactic quality of the newly

introduced "Core Surgical Curriculum" (Track CSC) with the previous training in the 
first two years of surgery (conventional track) in Switzerland.

• Team: Dieter Hahnloser, Raffaele Rosso, Matthias Widmer, Urs von Wartburg, Nadja 
Jenni, Monika Brodmann Maeder
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Information
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Financing of continuing medical education



PCBME in CH
• Major project 
• Roadmap 2021 - 2032 - ...
• Cultural change in continuing 

medical education
• CanMEDS, EPAs
• Focus on high-quality 

professional development
and clinical teachers

• Bridges and
• Teamwork
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K2 (Pakistan); 8611 m
First winter ascent 16.1.2021 by 10 Nepali


